Synergy : Facets of Research in Open Learning
on distance education in the State are very limited and mostly informative
and descriptive. Research studies and investigations are very few and
are not referred by known theorists of distance education. The list of
research works on distance education in Andhra Pradesh which led to
the award of M.PhiL/M.Litt. and Ph.D degrees are given in the Appendix.
It is disheartening to note that hardly a few of these contributions are
cited in professional periodicals and works abroad. B N KouPs work
on staff development and correspondence tuition done during his tenure
at CIEFL and G Ram Reddy's reflections of his experiences in setting
up Andhra Pradesh Open University and Indira Gandhi National Open
University gained good recognition and place nationally and
internationally. Such instances are very few.
A rapid review of the research activity in distance education in
the State indicates the following :
1.      Research efforts have been fragmentary and isolated. From the
points of view of theoretical value and design the research activity
leaves much to be desired.
2.      Most of the studies conducted so far have focussed on issues at
the micro-level.
3.      Except a few exploratory studies, most of the studies were evaluative
in nature.
4.      From the point of view of methodological aspects, most of the
studies are of a descriptive type - highlighting the status and
functioning of the system - exploring facts and figures related to
its different dimensions.
5.      Maintaining quality in spread of distance education does not seem
to be the concern of distance educators. With the number of
institutions offering distance courses increasing year by year and
the variety of new courses growing day by day, the problem of
quality assurance should demand our immediate concern.
There exists no specialised journal/newsletter exclusively devoted
to the dissemination of latest thoughts and practices in distance education
at the regional or State levels. Recently two journals (Kakatiya Journal of
Distance Education and Osmania Journal of Distance Education) have
appeared on the scene but they did not cover qualitative studies on the
functioning of various components of distance education in the State.
The research activity of distance educators and educational
managers falls short of the expected standard in giving a new direction
127